THE ARRAN MURDER
The death sentence having been formally commuted to
penal servitude for life, Laurie was removed on 2ttd December
to Perth Penitentiary, the scaffold was returned to Glasgow,,
and the Greenock magistrates were left to pay the bill.-* ;
The Glasgow Herald of 3rd December 1889 published an
interesting account of the unfavourable impression made by
Laurie upon those who were in close contact with him during
his confinement, from which the following passage may be
quoted: "His references to Rose were not marked by any
exhibition of sympathy for that unfortunate gentleman. On
the contrary he spoke of him as a vain, proud man, always
boastful of his money, and desirous of making his hearers
believe that he was wealthy. The significance of Laurie's
comment upon this point is striking; with singular callousness
he added that Rose had not very much after all,"
Four years elapsed before public attention was again
directed to the Arran murderer. On 24th July 1893 Laurie,
who had been removed to Peterhead Convict Prison, made a
bold bid for freedom. He was employed as a carpenter, his
behaviour had been exemplary, and, having a good voice, he
was, as a newspaper reporter records, "the mainstay of the
Presbyterian choir, leading the praise with great enthusiasm/*
But the old Adam was not wholly eradicated. That morning
a gang.of convicts under a civil guard was early at work upo%
an addition which was being made to the warders' houses
outside the prison walls, and Laurie was carrying planks for
the scaffolding. There was a dense sea fog; so, seizing his
opportunity, he leapt a fence and made for the public road.
He was then seen by the civil guard, but before the latter
could fire the fugitive had disappeared in the fog. An alarm
was instantly raised, and guard and warders started in pursuit.
One warder, mounted on a bicycle, speedily overtook the
running man. He struggled violently, but other warders
arriving on the scene, he was quickly handcuffed and marched
back to prison. On the way, says our reporter, "Laurie
characterized his captors in language wholly inconsistent with
the ecclesiastical office which he fills/* Human nature was
too strong for the precentor*
In 1909, on the completion of twenty years of his sentence,
echoes of the old story were heard in the Press, and persistent
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